Trolling

All I do is find grass/Hydrilla in the depth water I want and I set my troll motor on about 3 of 0-10 (you want your speed on your GPS to be about 0.8 to 1.2 MPH). I use a spinning reel and cast out to the side of my boat as far as I can with a 1/32oz or 1/16oz jig and let the boat pull it until it's trailing behind and hold my rod to one side (have to be careful not to get hung in your big motor). You should feel the grass from time to time, not where you keep dragging around a pile of grass, but touch it some. If you don't feel any, let out a little more line or get a 1/16 jig out to see if that is enough.

Personally I like a 1/32 Oz. Roadrunner best and probably use it 95% of the time in the Spring. Fall you just fish it a little deeper. Any type lay down that is from the bank and goes out to say 12’-14’ water depth and you can just pass by it again and again and load the boat if they are there.

In the spring if it’s normal, I will try long line trolling mostly in water depth of 6’-7’ of water, but outside thing can make this change. Just like last spring here on Toledo Bend where I fish they started dropping the lake level just about the time the crappie got on the banks and they dropped it until it lost 2’. This made the crappie pull back and there they stayed the entire spring in about 9 ½’ water depth. Still I just trolled keeping my boat in that depth as much as possible and did very well. Just for a change every once in a while I will be holding my rod out to the side and will let it fall back by just pointing the tip back many 3 or 4 feet and after a bit pull it back. What this does is let the jig drop just a little and hesitate and lots of hits come when I do this.
One of the first years I did this trolling for crappie was late 1970’s and I was fishing 2 main spots and one (the best) was a place that the water was about 14’-15’ with really deep water off both sides and covered with Hydrilla and I pulled one of my 1/32 Roadrunners and just killed them. If the grass was not there they wouldn’t be there either. The other spot was a lay down coming off a steep bank and was near the back of a split cove that split into two fingers. I just kept passing that lay down and every time catch some fish.

I just find a path say 50 yards long (can be less or more) and it may be straight or maybe not. I may even need to use some buoys to mark my path and I only put them out near where I get a fish on. Once I have a path and fish biting I just keep going back and forth over them until I am done or maybe move to a different place. I don't need a lot of places to do this. Last spring I did all my trolling in about 4 places. One was protected from the East wind, one was protected from a North with and yet another is protected from all wind except the North.

I may adjust my speed depending on the wind, tail wind and I slow sown and head wind I may bump it up a very small bit. Only other thing I use is sometimes I may let out more line to get a little deeper. 

I use 1/32 all the time in water under 6' and both 1/16 oz & 1/32oz jigs anywhere from 5'-14' still most of the time in 3’-15’ and maybe a bit more at times I still use a 1/32 Oz. jig. I have also done  this in the spring to with good results, when the wind is blowing a bit too much. I will tie on a 1/8 Oz. and hold it right next to the boat and usually this is from say 10’-15’ if they are in that water depth. This giver you less line out and less exposed to the wind so you can feel it better. I do use 1/8 and 1/4 vertical fishing.

Hope this helps !
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